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	DOT
	*Op Status:
	[image: image5]
	Yellow - Disruption or other than normal operations

	*Report #:
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	DOT-HQ-03
	*Related Event:
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	Tropical Storm Allison Flooding
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	Status as of:
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	06/10/2001 at 14:03 

	Region/Office:
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	Headquarters

	Distribution Level:
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	Open - For Public Release


	Situation Summary:
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	o General/Background: The aftermath of Tropical Storm Allison is still causing floods in the Houston area. A Presidential declaration of major disaster for 28 counties in TX was issued on 6/9/01. 
Some areas have already received as much as 30 inches of rain, most of it falling in a 24-hour period. The storm has moved offshore into the Gulf once again and is heading East. It will be in the Baton Rouge area tomorrow heading for New Orleans. Rainfall of 3-5 inches is predicted for New Orleans. Rivers are rising with no signifcant drop in the levels before Monday or Tuesday (6/12).
The priority for assistance in TX is on the Medical Complex, which is made up of 8 hospitals. There is a problem with water in the basements (8M gallons in one hospital alone). Nine pumps are in use and 4 additional are being obtained. Feeding needs are being handled for 30,000 people in the Houston area. There is some concern regarding the supplies to keep food stocks up.
DOT's Movement Coordination Center (MCC) has been requested to provide transportation support for the following items: MRE's (5,760 meals) for Red Cross, 200 person Disc Kits (computers, fax, copiers, electronic equipment) from Mt. Weather to TX, and shipments of water.
The RETREP, Region 6, has processed a mission assignment for USCG search and rescue efforts. This will facilitate reimbursement later. 
FEMA Operation's initial assessment does not anticipate large movement requirements will be requested from DOT.
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	Air: 
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	Houston Intercontinental and Hobby Airports are open although minimal operations are reported. Continental Airlines has cancelled 110 flights (80% of its flights) into Houston Intercontinental due to flooding in their dispatch center downtown. The cancellations will continue until at least 5:00 p.m. today (6/10). Southwest Airlines has cancelled all flights until later today (6/10) at which time they will re-evaluate their status. Other air carriers report reduced and spotty service. The Houston Hobby Airport access road to the air traffic control tower is flooded. The air traffic control staff have remained on duty and continue providing air traffic services.

	Rail:
	
	The rail beds in the immediate Houston area are on high ground and are not affected.

Many phone lines are either out or severely overloaded into Houston and it is difficult to get through to the dispatcher's office. Water is reported to be receding in most places. 

Burlington Northern/Santa Fe (BNSF) - Trains are operating, but heavily backed up.

KCS - No KCS track was affected and two southbound trains are being held at Beaumont for the Texas Mexican railroad due to track closures on the UP between Beaumont and Houston. One northbound train is being held at Corpus Christi and another train departing Laredo will be held at Corpus as well until tracks are reopened.

Union Pacific (UP) - All main tracks through Houston are now open and operating, however the passenger main used exclusively by AMTRAK had several washouts. AMTRAK has already cancelled train traffic for tomorrow (6/11). Damage was limited to the immediate Houston area and 10-20 miles out.

All major UP yards, Englewood, Settegast and Strang, are closed entirely due to water over the tracks. Most industry tracks are under water.

Several thousand rail cars may require roller bearing inspection before they can be operated. There have been no derailments reported due to water damage. There have been no injuries reported by any of the carriers. However, all are reporting great difficulty in getting crews to the trains.

	Highways:
	
	Roadways into the airports are flooded. I-45 in the Houston area is now open. The I-10/I-45 interchange near downtown Houston is under water. The best approach to the Medical Center is from the west side of town along frontage roads and surface streets. The FHWA TX Division is trying to obtain updated information from the State EOC. Many State and local roadways throughout the area are covered with water. The road to the Hobby Airport air traffic control tower is flooded. 

In LA, most of the affected areas are south of Baton Rouge. All Interstates appear to be open, although there are a number of local roads closed. The FHWA Division office is obtaining updated information from the State EOC.



	Marine:
	
	Houston Ship Channel remains closed north of Baytown due to resolving waterway management issues. Some barges broke loose this morning; USCG and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers are resolving the problem.

The Port of Galveston is closed north of the Baytown Exxon Refinery. It is anticipated the port will reopen this evening. 20 vessels remain inside the port waiting to depart. Numerous vessels are inbound.

	Transit:
	
	Houston's major transit operation is the Metropolitan Transit Authority in Harris County. Service is running on a regular schedule on 6/10. No emergency evacuations have been needed during the flooding. According to preliminary reports, Galveston and Brownsville operations have not been negatively affected by the flooding.

	Pipelines:
	
	Report expected during the afternoon of 6/10.

	Motor Carrier Safety: 
	
	Nothing to report.

	Highway Traffic Safety:
	
	Nothing to report.




[image: image21.png]



	What actions have been taken?
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	ESF-1 activated in Region VI and the Movement Coordination Center (MCC) in Washington, DC as of 2:00 a.m. on June 9th. OET is staffing the MCC positions. Region VI is now on a 12 hours shift. 

DOT Actions:
The RETREP, Region 6 is currently at the Regional Operations Center in Denton, TX. The RETREP, Region 4 is on standby to activate the Emergency Transportation Center (ETC) depending upon situation requirements. The OET Operations Chief notified all Emergency Coordinators and requested they contact their regional counterparts and provide information throughout the weekend and for the morning report on Monday (6/11) for the Secretary's staff meeting. Several agencies have put their CMC Cadre on alert for a possible activation of the CMC.
The USCG Operations Center on June 9 notified OET of potential safety coordination issues with regard to air (helicopter) search and rescue efforts in the area. OET coordinated a conference call with USCG, FAA (headquarters and regional), TX State officials, and the DOD FEMA Liaison. FAA coordinated safety issues with regional and state organizations successfully resolving the airspace safety concern. 
The USCG search and rescue efforts as of 6/10: 82 people rescued by hoist (helicopter) and 121 rescued by boat for a total of 203 people rescued.
DOT is coordinating with DOD to reallocate search and rescue assets to free up CG staff to focus on the Lousiana situation as the storm moves eastward.
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	Contact Info:
(Name, Phone, Email, etc.)
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	Janet Benini 202-646-3832
Prepared by: Barbara Barajas 202-646-3832 (prepared at FEMA HQ)
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	Source(s):
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	RETREP Region 6, FAA, FHWA, FRA, USCG, MARAD, FTA and FEMA.
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	International transportation
incidents:
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	None
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	Attachments:
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	None
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	Send Notification?
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Eteam:
	[image: image42.png]



	
	[image: image43.png]




	[image: image44.png]



	[image: image45.png]



	
	[image: image46.png]



	[image: image47.png]



	[image: image48.png]



	[image: image49.png]




	Send to Groups:
	[image: image50.png]



	
	[image: image51.png]




	[image: image52.png]



	[image: image53.png]



	
	
	
	
	

	
	[image: image54.png]



	Send to Other: 

	Note:
	
	
	[image: image55.png]





Document Created by: MCC1 on 06/10/2001 at 14:05 Last Modified by: BBarajas on 06/10/2001 at 14:05

Copyright 1999-2001 by E Team.com Inc. All Rights Reserved

Bottom of Form

